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 It’s May already and still I have loads to do on Gnutcracker, not 
the least of which is to put back on the summer sails made by 
Sobstat.  I have in mast furling and over the last 3 seasons this has 
performed faultlessly, including reefing in a 7 gusting 8 on the way 
to Fowey last year. However the winter sails made by Beneteau are 
irksome in that if I loosely roll the main it folds onto itself and you 
have to wind it in then out etc.  The reason I mention this I have 
heard two keen sailors arguing vehemently over traditional versus 
in mast furling. I thought about Tom Cunliffe’s talk on electronic 
navigation and he has this beautiful old style boat and every 
electronic whizbang going.  A great marriage of old and new. 
Sometimes I have to remind myself that we are a bunch of people 
who like sailing. Hence our club. Whether its traditional or ultra 
modern or a happy mix, lets get on with what we like to do best 
which for me is messing about on the water. 
 
I would like to thank Tony Nemeth belatedly for organising the 
Chichester rally and those who attended. We had a tasty meal at the 
club house on Saturday evening and normally I would have 
thanked him at the end of the meal. A disco running in the next 
room meant I would have had to shout plus the fact most of the 
dancers were from our club anyway. Ann and I had a “relaxing” 
weekend with a rollicking sail on the Saturday. A very wet walk on 
the Sunday morning with Richard and Shelley Goude off 
“Wassail”, followed by a gentle motorsail home after lunch.  
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One more reminder that YOSC Regatta at Island Harbour is on the 7th and 8th of 
June. The usual activities, recycle race, fancy hat competition and barbecue are 
planned as well as another activity called the “blind dinghy race”. Hmm better bring 
your blind dinghies with you.  
 
Dame Helen Mirren has named a new £300m cruise ship “Ventura” at Southampton 
- with the help of the Royal Marines. The marines abseiled from the bow to break the 
bottle of champagne. The Oscar-winning actress declared: "I wish the ship luck and 
love and calm seas on her voyages," to mark Ventura's official entry into service. 
Perhaps the “Queen” was busy?  And talking of queens: 
A snip from Hampshire news.  
 
Three 'Queens' in final meeting. 
Three of the grandest ships ever to have set sail on the oceans are to meet for the 
final time.  The Cunard fleet of Queens - Queen Mary 2, Queen Victoria and Queen 
Elizabeth 2 - will be in their home port of Southampton, Hampshire.  
The QE2 will retire in November when it will be converted into a hotel in Dubai 
after more than 40 years in service. During its 41 years at sea, the 70,000 tonne ship 
has travelled more than 5.6million nautical miles, carried more than 2.5million 
passengers and has also been used to transport troops and host royalty. 
The Queen is to visit her namesake in June to say farewell before it sets sail for the 
United Arab Emirates. It will be the third time the Queen has visited the QE2 since 
she named it at Clydebank, Scotland, in 1967.  The passing of an era. 
  
I look forward to meeting you at Dave Dray’s Northney rally. 
 
As always, Fair Winds, 
 
Bill Boyd, Commodore 

 

 
 

 

Crewing List   (Please inform the Editor if you do not want your phone 
number to appear in this list). 
 
Sailing Secretary:  Tony Nemeth   
Crew: 

Trevor Blunden 01420 84588 Mike Collins  01252 658772 
Max Clark  01252 612767 Tony Nemeth  01344 771711 
Charles Weager    John Weale   01252 873067 
Alex Phipps  01252 665368 Michael Dray  01276 514359 
David Coulthard 0118 978 2046 Allan Cowan 
Peter Bennett 01252 623517 Mike Hopkins  01344 455639 
Peter Mayley 01344 778580 David Head   01276 681889 
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Events coming soon! 
 
 

Monday 12 th May 2008 
Great Expectations-the Role of the Harbour Authority, a 

talk at the Club by Nigel Jardine, 8pm 
 
 

Sailing 
 

Saturday/Sunday 10/11 th May 
Rally to Northney Marina 
Organised by David Dray 

HW Sat 16:06 
David says there may be a competitive element! 

 
(Details from Sailing Secretary Tony Nemeth who will also help in 

introducing new  members (who wish to get sailing) to boats’ skippers) 
 

Saturday-Monday 24 th/26th May 
Moules Frites Rally to Cherbourg 

Organised by Terry Paynter 
HW Sat 02:33 

 
Saturday/Sunday 7/8 th June 

The “one and only” ISLAND HARBOUR RALLY 
The annual event, organised by Tony Nemeth 

HW 15:58 
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A British sailor waited two days to be rescued by his wife because he 
did not want to trouble the coastguard. 

Tony Curphey, of Emsworth, Hampshire, sails around the world with his wife but 
they travel in separate boats. When he got into trouble 700 miles (1,127km) off the 
coast of New Zealand he radioed his wife Susanne Huber-Curphey 150 miles 
(241km) away. He said he did not alert the local rescue services because he did not 
want to become "another Tony Bullimore".  

Mr Bullimore was rescued by the Australian navy five days after his yacht capsized 
in the Southern Ocean during the Vendee Globe solo round-the-world yacht race in 
1997. He survived on "a little chocolate, water and sheer determination" in an air 
pocket in the upturned hull of his yacht Exide Challenger. Mrs. Huber-Curphey, 47, 
said Australians still complained about how much it cost to rescue Mr. Bullimore 
and said her husband did not want to follow in his footsteps. Mr Curphey got into 
difficulties when his 27ft (8.2m) clipper, Galenaia, started taking on water in a 
storm. On their internet blog, Mrs. Huber-Curphey said: "Galenaia had sprung a leak 
with the skeg and rudder severely damaged and he had to pump every hour! "He 
managed to dive to inspect the fault and support the skeg with several ropes. Mr. 
Curphey then radioed his wife, with whom he normally only meets up in port. She 
said: "His words on the radio were 'I'd rather be rescued by Susanne than by the 
authorities'." It took her two days to reach him and she sailed past five times in her 
40ft (12m) ketch So Long, before managing to attach a tow line. The couple kept in 
contact with rescue services by radio but declined their help. It took them eight days 
to tow the boat to Nelson, in the north of New Zealand's South Island.  
 

“I found out what that anchor thingy is for”    Alex Phipps 
 

On Sunday morning, last Bank Holiday, Pete Bennett (member) rang and 
asked if I was doing anything for the next five days, and offered me a berth 
on his friend’s Hallberg Rassy 31’, starting the following morning. A hurried 
conference with my wife ensued and next morning Pete and I drove down to 
Gosport to the Joint Services Sailing Club at Haslar, to meet the owner 
Robin Huckle; a retired professional sailor, RYA instructor and examiner to 
Yacht Master level. 
After introduction, and a cup of tea, safety briefing and a tour of the boat, we 
cast off, the wind forecast was N-NE F3-4, sunny with patchy cloud. 
We had a gentle sail down to Hurst Point at the Western End of the Solent 
then, as we still had a fair tide, sailed onto Poole. 
On route Pete as the galley master, made tea as required and sandwiches 
for lunch.  
Inside Poole Harbour we sailed around to the Wych channel and found a 
peaceful location, dropped anchor along with other yachts. 
Pete heated up a M&S cottage pie, which he served with carrots and new 
potatoes, followed by cherry crumble and custard. We enjoyed a glorious 
sunset across Poole Harbour with a flame red sky. 
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After a comfortable night, and a cooked breakfast, we sailed around Furzy 
Island through South Deep and Poole Harbour entrance out to Old Harry 
then along to Durlston Head and St Albans. 
It was a hot sunny day with patchy cloud; wind still NE-N F3-4 occasionally 5.  
On arrival at Lulworth Cove entrance, where we planned our overnight stay, 
we tried to furl the genoa but the furling line had worked loose, fallen off the 
furling drum and jammed. We had to drop the genoa, motor in and find a 
space to drop anchor amongst the other yachts already anchored there. 
Whilst Pete made the sandwiches for lunch Robin and I got the tool kit out, 
part dismantled the furling drum and freed the jammed line. 
Later Robin donned a wet suit and went for a swim off the boat, but even 
with a wet suit on he could only stay in the water for about 10-15 minutes. 
In the evening Pete heated an M&S Lasagne served with green beans and 
potatoes. After washing up we rowed ashore to explore Lulworth and drink in 
the nearby hotel. As we could not get a signal for our mobile phones I found 
a public phone box, which charged 50p for twenty minutes use, I had to wait 
while the occupant stayed chatting and got his money’s worth. 
Back on the yacht there was a bit of a swell during the night but we all slept 
soundly. The following morning was fine and sunny, and after cereals and 
toast, we rowed ashore again to walk over the hill to Durdle Door.  It was hot, 
with not too many people around, and from the cliff above the beach we had 
an excellent view of Portland Bill and Weymouth.  And we got a signal on our 
mobile phones again! 
On the return walk we met holidaymakers from the caravan site at the top of 
the hill above Durdle Door, pouring out with their kids, dogs and beach 
equipment.  
Going back downhill to Lulworth we had a good panoramic view of the cove 
and surrounding hills looking to the East. 
The car park at Lulworth was also filling up with holidaymakers vehicles, 
disgorging the passengers who either came up the hill for Durdle Door or 
headed towards the beach at Lulworth.  It was then obvious that we had 
chosen the quietest time of the day for our walk to Durdle Door.  We had tea 
and a cake in the cafeteria before rowing back to the boat. 
After lunch, prepared by Pete again, we hoisted the mainsail and I tried the 
furling gear by letting out the genoa, but it jammed again, this time it was 
easier to free the line and we concluded that we were not keeping the furling 
line tight enough for this particular rig, (which was embarrassing with approx. 
80 years of experience between us!) 
The wind was N-NW F3-4 with occasional gusts of F6, we managed to keep 
close hauled and had an excellent sail into Weymouth; 1½ hours from 
weighing anchor at Lulworth to tying up at the Cove pontoon in Weymouth 
Harbour. 
After doing some shopping, we used the showers at the Harbour Masters 
office then went out for a fish and chip supper.  The quay side overlooking 
the Cove was crowded as usual with holiday makers.  We had an early night 
as we were leaving at 6.30 am the following morning.  Breakfast was taken 
on the hoof, cereals and tea, with the wind now in the west and we were 
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broad reaching and then goose winging all the way.  It was still sunny except 
for the helm who always seemed to be in the shade of the main sail where it 
was chilly. 
Crossing Poole Bay the wind started to die, so Pete and Robin hoisted the 
spinnaker, but by the time we reached the Needles the wind died away and it 
had to be taken down again and stowed away. 
Robin got out his fishing line and trawled it behind the boat and soon caught 
a mackerel, he showed us how to dispatch and fillet it.  
The tide started to turn as we went through the Hurst narrows so we dropped 
anchor on the eastern (sic) side of Hurst Castle, and waited for the tide to 
turn. NB the tide was running at 3 kts. I did some sketching which is quite 
hard on a boat that is bobbing up and down whilst the others read or 
snoozed. We had lunch. Robin poached the mackerel caught earlier. 
Normally when I have had mackerel in hotels I find them rather oily, but 
poaching them seems to take the oil out and it was very delicate to the 
palate. 
At 5pm we hoisted sail, weighed anchor and sailed towards Newtown Creek. 
We hoisted the spinnaker and had a good run to Hamstead Ledge then 
dropped the spinnaker again before going up the channel to the Newtown 
Creek entrance. 
We anchored in Clamerkin Lake, which was quite crowded. 
Pete got to work preparing the evening meal by heating up a can of stewed 
steak and dumplings served with carrots and new potatoes, also by popular 
demand he made another cherry crumble. We finished the carton of wine, 
which had served us for the previous two dinners and occasional post sailing 
drink, and watched another spectacular sunset before turning in. 
In the morning we had a massive breakfast of eggs, bacon, sausage, 
mushrooms, sauté potatoes, orange juice, toast and marmalade. We set sail 
for Wooton Creek, with a NW-N F 3-4 wind forecast we got the spinnaker up 
again, but at Gurnard Point the wind swung around to the North and started 
to gust, the spinnaker was banging as it filled, then collapsed so we took it 
down. 
At Wooton Creek, we went up the creek as far as the bridge dropped anchor 
in the middle of the river for our lunch then finished off the last of the vittels. 
Afterwards we headed back to Gosport tied the boat up on its berth in the 
Joint Services Marina, hosed it down and filled up the water tanks. 
As Robin was taking relatives out the following day we disembarked early so 
he could go and buy provisions etc. After shaking hands and thanking him for 
an excellent week of pure sailing we headed home. 
It was an excellent sail and a different experience anchoring every night 
instead of using marinas, pleasant company all round and relatively cheap as 
we avoided marinas with minimal use of engine power. 
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The SS Great Britain May 2008 
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A SWEET LAUNCH FOR THE BT OPEN 60  
 
London, 29th April 2008 

 

IN BRIEF:  

·  The BT Open 60, skippered by Seb Josse, was officially launched on the River 
Thames today after an extensive race refit with the support of BT Team Ellen 
teammates Ellen MacArthur and Nick Moloney. 

·  The all-girl band, the Sugababes, were onboard singing one of their hit records 
as the boat sailed under Tower Bridge – find out why below!  

·  Seb Josse into final preparations for The Artemis Transat – an important 
stepping-stone to the ultimate goal of the solo Vendée Globe. 

 
 

 
 

 
IN DETAIL:  

Today on the River Thames (London, UK), Seb Josse’s BT IMOCA 60 was 
officially launched after an extensive race refit. And it proved to be a sweet moment 
of success for Seb and his teammate Ellen MacArthur as the all-girl band, the 
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Sugababes, joined the duo onboard the BT IMOCA 60 to sing one of their latest hit 
records as she sailed under Tower Bridge. 

The Sugababe trio of Amelle, Heidi and Keisha supported the launch of the BT-
branded boat in her new colours to promote BT’s sponsorship of this year’s Isle of 
Wight Festival. BT Team Ellen are also based in East Cowes at Venture Quays on 
the Isle of Wight so it proved a perfect opportunity to publicise one of the island’s 
biggest music festivals which takes place over 13th-15th June. Ellen launched the 
BT Team Ellen project in Paris in September last year – a three-year partnership with 
BT through to 2010. The project includes the BT IMOCA 60 skippered by Sébastien 
Josse and Australian Nick Moloney, skipper of the BT Extreme 40. 

After sailing back under Tower Bridge, the BT IMOCA 60 then berthed alongside 
the Royal Navy’s HMS President where she was officially christened by CEO of BT 
Global Services, Francois Barrault: "I am delighted to launch the BT Open 60, a 
unique collaboration that captures the powerful potential of the BT Team Ellen 
partnership. Working together, we aim not only to win races, but also to demonstrate 
how innovative approaches to communications and technology can help to create a 
better world. Developing a sustainable future is an important part of this partnership 
as businesses and consumers increasingly need to act responsibly towards the 
environment in which we operate.” A decade-long association with BT as 
communications partner to the sailing team has now matured into a well-matched 
title partner relationship. 

A perfect ‘Mumm moment’ for the BT IMOCA 60 team as they toasted her 
christening and future success with G.H. Mumm Champagne, the official champagne 
supplier to the team . 
 
Seb Josse from Concarneau in France will now race the BT IMOCA 60 in the 
forthcoming solo transatlantic race, The Artemis Transat, which starts from 
Plymouth on 11th May. Not only is this race the oldest solo race in history but one of 
the toughest challenges for any solo skipper to cross the North Atlantic alone and is a 
major stepping stone towards Seb’s ultimate goal of competing in his second solo, 
non-stop round the world, Vendée Globe race that starts in November: “I have raced 
around the globe three times so far – with a crew non-stop, with a crew with stops, 
solo non-stop – every element of racing and being at sea is a pleasure for me. Every 
race is a new challenge, a new battle, a new discovery. No ones knows what will 
happen in the next Vendée Globe – all we know is that never before have so many 
pro teams lined up on the start line together. Today is a culmination of three months 
of hard work by the shore team to get our BT IMOCA 60 into the highest possible 
race spec with the objective of being very competitive but also able to complete a 
long distance race around the world.” 

Whilst Seb is campaigning the BT IMOCA 60 and Nick skippers the BT Extreme 40 
in this year’s iShares Cup Extreme 40 Sailing Series across Europe, Ellen’s sailing 
projects for 2008 include the Archipelago Raid on the BT F18 plus helming the BT 
Extreme 40 in the Round the Island Race before racing on the BT IMOCA 60 in 
some of the crewed events in 2009. Ellen is also supporting BT’s CSR worldwide 
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programme and continuing with her commitment to pursuing and communicating 
how to lead a more sustainable life on land. 

“It has been a great moment to see the launch of Seb’s BT IMOCA 60. He is a 
fantastic skipper with a huge amount of experience and as a team we are as excited 
for him as he is to get the boat launched and ready for her first season of racing. 
Both myself, Seb and Nick have all raced in the solo Vendée Globe and know what a 
huge and demanding undertaking it is. He will have our 100% support in the build 
up to and during both The Artemis Transat and the Vendée Globe and we have 
absolute confidence in his ability to succeed.” 

“Our relationship with BT is not only long but we share many common objectives. 
We both share a combined passion for both the sport and the world around us, and I 
am convinced that the projects we will be working on together, both on and off the 
water, will help us to achieve our mutual objectives of not only being able to win 
races, but to promote the power of communications and technology to help create a 
better, more sustainable, world. When you sail around the world you have no choice 
but to be completely tuned into what is around you. How to harness the power of 
nature and manage the limited resources you are carrying on board. You sail around 
our planet and realise it’s not so big after all, and that it has it’s own fragility,” 
concluded Ellen. 
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A receipt from GAFIRS 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
This much modified pelvis has not been seen at the Club recently, whose is it?  We wish 

the person a speedy return to gentle sailing. 



- 13 - 

 
 

 
 
 

�������	���
�������� �
�!���������"�!�#�! ��

�

�.���� ���
����
�� ��?�0��������
�
����
�#�� ���	��� '���*�
�� 110����
��	���
��	.������	����(���.���������������
�	� .	����� @!��� �	�� '��� ���� 	���
� ��,�
A�
����� &	���� ��� 
	�� 1<4� 	.� ���� ����
.�	�� &������ �	� B�/�
� �
� ���� ����0

/	������ ��������
� )!
�	��� �������� 77 ,� &�� ��.�� &������ 	
� ���� 13��� ������ �
�
������'��
���*�
�������������*
	�����
��,� �
�
-	����&	������	���������7
���
���	
����������
����
 ������'�������������	���
��
	.� '���,� 97� !�!����� ����� �� ��
� 	.� '���� �� ���� '!��� 7 � ���� ��	� ����� ����9� ���
�	���
���,�

 

 
 
 
 
 
For Sale:  
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1. 2.2 kVA  230/110 volts generator, good condition , £120.  ono   
 Contact:  member Doug Board.  

 

2.      Ruby is for Sale 
 

Gib'sea 33   “RUBY” 10m sailing yacht, launched 2000. 
 
Very roomy, well set up and easy to sail. Many extras including Raymarine 
C80 plotter and radar, Volvo 2030 engine, Spinnaker, lines and pole, Fitted 
cockpit tent, Webasco heating plus all the usuals from a modern 
production boat.   
£49000 
Lying Southsea. Viewings and test sails welcome. 
Reason for sale: we want a bigger boat! 
Contact Colin Walsh on 01252 677241, Maggie Walsh on 07887 898233 
email: colin.maggie@googlemail.com 

 
3. ����������	
������ �
�

Triradial spinnaker with snuffer chute. 
 
30’ Luff to leach - 17’ along the foot  
Red, white and blue with port/stb trims. 
Both items only used twice, in as new condition, £295  ’phone Billbo on 
01252 871731 
 
 
4. GP14,  “Beastie II”  ���
����$�����  
�  

GRP hull - aluminium alloy mast 
Boat No. 7456   
Excellent all-round family boat. Ready to go 
and fully equipped including:- 
Three sets of sails comprising of 1 jib and 
mainsail plus 2 genoas and mainsails (one set 
sail No. 5118), spinnaker, spinnaker pole, 
whisker pole, 2 paddles, boom-up boat cover, 
launching trailer (not usable as a road trailer). 
Currently located at Hawley Lake Sailing Club 
- viewing and test sail welcome 
 
 
Price  £525 O.N.O. 
Contact Alex Phipps - Tel No 01252 665368 
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5. Price reduction          See previous ads for “Kipenzi” now offered at 
£100,000 
 
6. Tinker Tramp 
Some years ago we purchased an inflatable Tinker Tramp sailing dinghy in 
good working order on favourable terms from a YOSC member and would 
now like pass it along free 'as is' to anyone connected with the club who 
would like to collect it along with mast, centreboard, tiller and sails etc.  
  

Francis Phillips  01252 375145  07710743626 
 

�
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Monday 12-May-2008 Great expectations - the role of the harbour authority Nigel Jardine 

Monday 2-Jun-2008 Quiz Night with Reading @ Yateley venue to be 
arranged 

Dyson England 

Monday 7-Jul-2008 A blend of talks about weather Ian Currie 

Monday  4-Aug-2008 BBQ  

Monday  1-Sep-2008 60 Degrees South.  Sailing and climbing in Antarctica Paul Josse 

Monday 6-Oct-2008 Dorset Coast Peter Bruce 

Monday  3-Nov-2008 AGM  

Monday 1-Dec-2008 YOSC Christmas Party  
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DATES 

 
DESTINATION     

 
EVENT  
ORGANISER 

TIME (BST) OF 
HIGH  WATER 
PORTSMOUTH 
1ST DAY,  AM 

 
 
HT 

 
 
PM 

 
 
HT 

Saturday 
10/11th May 

Northney  Marina David Dray 03:16 4.4 16:06 4.4 

Saturday 24-
26th May 

Moules Frittes Rally to 
Cherbourg 

Terry Paynter 02:23 4.2 15:03 4.2 

Saturday 7/8th 
June 

Island Harbour Tony Nemeth 02:14 4.6 14:58 4.5 

Saturday 
14/15th June 

Round the Island Rally Kevin Morgan 09:18 3.8 21:41 4.1 

Saturday 5th 
July - 18th 
July 

Summer Cruise to 
Normandy 

Richard 
Magnay 

01:13 4.6 13:51 4.6 

Saturday 
19/20th July 

Bembridge Rally Tony Nemeth 00:38 4.3 13:09 4.4 

Saturday 19th 
July – 3rd 
August 

Possible Extra Cruise 
to Channel Islands and 
Brittany 

Richard 
Magnay 

N/A    

Tuesday 19th 
– 21st August 

Midweek Getaway 
(still being developed) 

TBA 01:18 4.6 13:48 4.6 

Saturday 6th – 
12th 
September 

Scotland Charter? 
(alternative suggestions 
wanted) 

Malcolm 
Cross 

    

Saturday 27/ 
28th 
September 

East Cowes Rally Tony Nemeth 10:56 4.6 23:03 4.5 

Saturday 18th 
October 

Laying Up Supper Tony Nemeth N/A    
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,� The last date for receipt of articles, 
news, reports of Club Events, etc., which are intended to be included in the 
next issue, is 26th May 2008. 
�
 
Editor:   Alan Bew;  to whom reports (with photos) of any YOSC events, 
stories, cartoons, sailing and social news items should be sent by email 
(alan.bew@talk21.com) or disc and hardcopy by hand. 


