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Chris Darley has won the YOSC Trophy for the Best Article received by the 
Editor in 2008 for the log reproduced below. 

  

 
A WEEK SAILING IN MONTENEGRO  

19th -28th September 2008 
 
Sun Odyssey 45  Regina Elena 
Montenegro Charter Company, Kotor 
 
After a brief flight from Luton to Dubrovnik the adventure began.  The transfer was 
about 2 hrs from the airport to Kotor with an hour of that spent on the border crossing 
from Croatia to Montenegro. They take their borders very seriously with armed 
guards both sides and an area between like a cooling off zone.  On first impressions 
you wonder whether it might have been better to go for a Mediterranean charter 
instead.  However once the formalities were complete the rest of the transfer by taxi- 
bus was stunning, following the coastline round to Kotor.  The scenery was 
absolutely breathtaking, very much like that of the Norwegian fjords, with tall 
mountains rolling down to the sea with small towns and villages scattered along the 
coast. It was very advantageous to be able to see the area we would sail through in 
order to reach the Adriatic coastline proper.  
 
Kotor itself is a very quaint walled Fortress Town with no cars permitted within.  It 
has been a fortified town since the early middle ages when emperor Justinian  built a 
fortress above the town after expelling the Goths. It was later plundered in 840 by the 
Saracens. In 1002 the city was damaged again under the first Bulgarian Empire, and 
was eventually ceded to Serbia in 1003 by Tsar Samuil.  The locals revolted, and with 
the help of the Republic of Ragusa, held out until 1184, then as a protected state 
preserved its republican institutions and rights to trade and engage in war.  In the 13th 
century Dominican and Franciscan monasteries were established. 
 

HMS Bacchante 
 
In the 14th century the city’s commerce rivalled 
that of Venice and formed part of the Venetian-
Albania province. From 1420-1797 apart from a 
brief rule by the Ottoman Empire on two 
occasions it stayed Italian and most of the 
architecture reflects the Venetian influence. It 
was visited by plague in 1572 and nearly 

destroyed by two earthquakes 1563 and 1667.  In 1797 it passed by treaty to the 
Hapsburg monarchy.  However in 1805 it passed to the French Italian Empire.  It was 
captured in 1814 by the British 38 Gun ship HMS Bacchante.  Its captain, William 
Hoste with Montenegrin Assistance, hauled ship’s cannon and mortars with block 
and tackle to positions overlooking the French fortifications and they were forced to 
surrender on the 5th Jan 1814.  It was then restored to the Austrian Empire. 
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In the First World War it served as a naval base for the Austro Hungarian Navy and 
was the site of fierce battles between the local Montenegrin Slavs and Austro 
Hungary until 1918 when it became part of Yugoslavia.  In 1941-1943 it was annexed 
by Italy until becoming the socialist republic of Montenegro within Yugoslavia.  In 
1979 an earth quake partially destroyed the town again, killing 100 people, but now it 
has been carefully restored and has been allocated UNESCO world heritage status. 
 
After a pleasant night spent in a hotel in the centre of Kotor and a day sightseeing, 
finally we could collect our charter yacht late pm, do a handover and obtain the 
necessary documentation from the Harbour Authorities.  
 

 

 
 

Sun Odyssey 45 
 
 
After one more pleasant night spent in Kotor we slipped around 9:00am.  The Yacht 
itself was a Sun Odyssey 45 with in-mast furling, unfortunately none of the keys or 
sheets were labelled but it did not take too long to work them all out and we were 
soon making our way along the bay towards the small channel into the next double 
bay.  Once through the narrow channel we detoured slightly to have a sail around two 
islands, one with St George’s Monastery and the second with a chapel, Our Lady of 
the Rocks.  We then pulled alongside the Town Quay for lunch at Perast.  Approx 
8nm into our voyage.  We then slipped early afternoon to proceed on through the next 
channel, past some old U-boat pens cut into the cliffs on into Herceg Novi, 15 nm 
into the voyage (42.27.00.74N, 18.32.02.31E) another small walled fortress town 
with a modern resort grown around it.  We obtained a mooring stern-to behind the 
breakwater for the Marina. 
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From the top of the breakwater could be seen the southernmost tip of Croatia and the 
exit to the agenian sea guarded by the derelict fortified island of Mamula.  The 
marina itself was very basic and appeared to have no real facilities, but fortunately 
the yacht had all we needed for a wash-and-brush-up prior to going for a long hike up 
the steep hill into the town for an extremely good /plentiful meal.  So much so that 
we all had to ask for carry-out bags for the considerable amount of meat we could not 
do justice to.  It was a meal fit for banqueting kings and we had enough leftovers to 
have a good salad brunch the following day for the whole crew.  The first fish course 
would have done justice as a main dish, with the mixed grill being cutlets of 
lamb/pork/goat/beef and kebabs with side salad and chips.  Dessert being a selection 
of stewed fruits with local ice cream topping. 
 
The town itself consisted of (surprise surprise) an old fortress and a new town that 
had grown along a long promenade which stretched in both directions around the bay,  
with restaurants, shops, etc. fronting onto the promenade. It reminded very much of 
the sea frontages in the south of France with never ending blocks of pavement cafes 
and open fronted restaurants. 
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Monday morning saw us slipping slightly late as a member of the crew had dropped 
his glasses over the side and a local diver set out and retrieved them for him, the 
water being so clear you could see the diver’s every move at about 4-5 metres deep 
alongside the quay.  We elected to take a short trip on down to Budva as the weather 
had decided to cloud over and give  the occasional rain shower, although this was 
rather pleasant rain and quite refreshing after the warmth of the previous days. 
 

Extract from local almanac Herceg Novi Marina 
 

The trip onwards to Budva was filled 
with interesting scenery, the 
southernmost tip of Croatia and the 
old, now neglected, Austro Hungarian 
18th century fort on the 200m round  
island of Mamula guarding the 
entrance out to the Adriatic. It took 
most of the day under sail, then 
reverting to motor when the winds 
dropped off and the rain closed in.  
But come early evening the rain disappeared and we approached Budva after approx 
20miles of mostly sailing.  The entrance could be slightly treacherous as it looks like 



- 7 - 

a clear line across to the marina between the deserted unfinished marinas on SV 
Nicola Island and the shore.  However there are underwater obstructions and shallows 
on that approach.  The buoyage and charts for region appear very good as long as you 
correct for the deviation from wgs84 if using sat nav.  There are leading lights shown, 
however these are very hard to distinguish from the background shore lighting, and 
not all the buoys’ lights appeared to be working.  Fortunately there was enough light 
to find our way in safely and berth up for the night, stern to, on a floating pontoon in 
the marina. There are two distinctive parts to the town.  An old, walled fortress with 
quaint architecture, and the new, which spreads out rather like Hercig Novi along the 
beach front of the bay.  By way of a change, after a short sightseeing trip around the 
town, we had an excellent meal prepared for us by Arun, one of the crew, whose 
hobby is cooking.  The meal would have done any a la carte restaurant justice with 3 
courses, all prepared and cooked in a standard galley on board.  This was probably 
one of the best meals we had whilst away, and given the excellence of the meals we 
had ashore, will give you some idea of the culinary skills displayed. 
 
 

Tuesday we slipped fairly early and decided on a 
day round trip to Petrovac Beach passing the 
island of San Stevan on route.  The bay here has 
two small islands and good anchorage just clear 
of the well marked swimming area.  We dropped 
the anchor in the centre of the bay, had hands to 
bathe and a good brunch on board before 
moving alongside the stone walled public quay 
to have a quick sightsee of the town. Here we 
met up with a second yacht from our group and 
exchanged salty yarns and agreed to travel 
together back to Budva for the night. We 

experienced the most beautiful sunset with the clouds being all lit with the red after-
sun as the sun sank from sight. 

 
The trip back into Budva 
went well.  As we had 
already been in once we 
were able to follow the 
buoyage and lights from the 
town.  The main problem 
we experienced was the 
larger pleasure craft had 
used all the lead lines for 
the bow.  After some 
discussion with the marina 
staff we were able to 
convince them to relinquish 
the extra ones they had 
secured. The round trip was 
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approx 15 nm and was worth it just for the spectacular sunset. 
 
Wednesday we decided to be somewhat venturesome and sail down to an old pirate 
walled town at Ulcinj (42. 05 .52. 70 N,  19 .12 .10 .75 E) just before the Albanian 
border, this being the last town of note that was easily accessible by yacht with 
berthing alongside a quay just below the fortress.  Again the town consisted of small 
fortified town on the hill with a modern seaside town built up around the back with a 
long stretch of beach at the head of the bay.  We originally moored alongside with the 
intention of staying there overnight.  However, as the swell built up in the early hours 
around 3 am, we decided to move to anchor in the centre of the bay.  Although not 
rough as such the actual rise and drop of the long swell was about a metre and could 
have resulted in some damage from the quayside wall as there was a protrusion just 
below the water line.  Anyway the move went well considering we did it all in pitch 
darkness. Around 4am it was rather like being moored in the centre of a motorway as 
all the local fishermen started to move.  They must eats lots of carrots as none 
appeared to use any navigation lights or torches!!!!! 

  
Extract from local almanac for Ulcinj 
 
Thursday morning as it got light we 
decided to slip and head back up the coast 
to Bar, a mixed modern port with a 
commercial ferry serving Italy alongside 
the main marina.  The trip was a mixture 
of sailing and motor cruising.  The shape 
of the hills along the coast there gives 
some very freaky winds with it changing 
direction at very short notice. Bar(42 05 
2270N,  19 .05.19.57 E) had been 
described to us an industrial town of not 
much of note, however  it proved to be 
quite nice, a modern town with many 

improvements still in the process of completion.  
  
The approach was well marked with the 
marina in front of the commercial ferry port, 
berthing is on their club pontoon stern to.  I 
did however find this was the first port that I 
had to take crew list and passports to the local 
police to obtain identity cards stamped to be 
carried whilst ashore.  I think this is mainly 
due to it being a main port of entry from Italy.  
The other ports were all happy merely to see 
the ships papers and collect the berthing fees. 
The marina did boast a shack with one ladies’ 
and one gents’ toilet with a single shower in 
each.  This was one of the most surprising 
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things of our trip the fact that, apart from mains electricity, most of the marinas have 
no facilities to speak of. 
 
There was a pleasant plaza just along the beach, a large funfair and beachside 
restaurants again reminiscent of the south of France.  The yacht Club has an excellent 
restaurant overlooking the marina and bay above the modern ferry terminal for Italy.  
We had an excellent meal in the restaurant that evening with five star waiter services.  
However there was one drawback in the early evening when a rather large Russian 
party celebrated their meeting with a loud rendition of Russian Folk Songs, but it did 
give the place an eastern European air. 
 
Friday, as all good things must come to an end, we had to slip early in order that the 
boat could be checked back into Kotor early evening. The trip back, although long at 
some 60nm, was enjoyable with again a mixture of motor-sailing and pure sailing.  
The scenery on the trip back up was quite stunning and again we passed close to the 
U-boat pens just inside the inlet and could make out the insides as the entrances were 
all open. There were a few of the eastern block missile Frigates also alongside the old  
Naval base but they appeared in a state of disrepair, perhaps mothballed after the cold 
war.  There was however quite a lot of activity on the other side as we entered the 
first of the two channels back through to Kotor with some commercial ships being 
repaired in old style floating docks.  
 
The trip went well back to Kotor arriving back at approx 4 p.m after having travelled 
some 60nm back up from Bar.  Although the yacht had to be back for pm Friday the 
final handover was Saturday morning early. So we all had chance to sample the 
delights of a Farewell Supper in one of the many restaurants of Kotor and a final look 
around.  The following day the taxi took us to a small villa /hotel at Cavtat, Croatia  
to await the flight to Luton. 
 
I was fortunate to have enough time for two trips across the bay by speedboat taxi to 
be able to also explore Dubrovnik, another walled fortified town of considerable size. 
There was also a medieval festival and crossbow competition in progress with full 
period costume and English commentary.  The town has been rebuilt extremely well 
in most parts after the damage it experienced from the shelling that it received during 
their recent periods of conflicts, however there are still signs along the bay of the 
effects of the region’s recent War-torn past in that there are several beachfront hotel 
complexes in various states of disrepair that lie abandoned to the elements.  Cavtat 
itself is a small pretty seaside town set on the opposite side of the bay to Dubrovnik, 
with a town wall/quay for the water taxis and visiting yachts, a small beach area 
leading to a long cliff top walk round to the next small bay alongside which is sited 
the remains of an early Roman villa high up overlooking the bay. 
 
The Trip from the hotel to the airport was just a short hop and being a small airport 
the clearance to the flight was quite swift.  My overall impressions of 
Montenegro/Croatia, was that their heritage towns were clean and respected.  The 
people we met were all friendly and eager to speak English to us to improve their 
own.  Their lifestyle and diet is most certainly healthier than ours, and their youth still 



- 10 - 

seem to have respect for their environment, elders and other people.  The scenery was 
awe inspiring and the sailing very good. 
 
Chris Darley 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Commodore’s Column December 2008                    
 
I am pleased to be writing the Commodore’s 
Column, my first, so I can give you some news 
from the AGM and pass on a few ideas I talked 
about at the meeting. 
  
Firstly, I give  a warm welcome to a new member 
Paul Lawrence. Paul lives in Woodley and has a 
Hardy Family Pilot berthed in Gosport.  Paul, come 
along to any of our informal socials held on 
Mondays that are free of other YOSC events.  We 
can pass you more information about YOSC and 
will be pleased to hear of your sailing experiences. 
 
Stop Press : Breaking News 
I was relaxing and about to send this piece to the editor for assembly in the next issue 
of the YOSC Magazine on Wednesday afternoon (12th Nov) when I heard that 
“Yateleys”, the Sports & Social club where YOSC holds all its Social Meetings, is to 
close with effect from the 31st December 2008.  This is a decision made by the Board 
of Governors of the school on Monday  10th  November. 
As yet I know little else, other than the bar room will be available for hire without a 
bar, the cost is not yet known.  I have been told we could be allowed to have our own 
bar and a locked fridge to keep our stock.  The brewery will remove all their pumps, 
etc and the “After School Child Minding Club” is planning to reduce the size of the 
bar counter a little, and put in a small kitchen. We could also continue to hire a 
classroom as we normally do. 
 
Of course without a bar this option is not particularly attractive and I have called a 
meeting of the Committee for Thursday November 13th  to formulate an action plan. I 
am aware that a convenient, stable, & regular place to meet and socialise is essential 
if Yateley Offshore Sailing Club is to continue to thrive. I am seeking more 
information now, will have the emergency Committee meeting today, and will work 
to find an acceptable alternative to Yateleys. 
 
The closure in no way reflects on Sharon, the bar manager who has, with all of the 
Yateleys User Groups, worked in a very cheerful way to increase the turnover of the 
bar and the facilities provided.  She has been successful in this.  The closure 
announcement came as complete surprise to her and she is probably more upset than 
anybody else.  I will keep you informed on progress through the YOSC Newsletters 
and global e-mails about our efforts to reverse the decision and/or find  a new venue. 
 
AGM 
The AGM was well attended, 42 members came along to hear what you and the 
Committee have been up to in 2008. The meeting was a lively affair, members asking 
many questions and coming up with a number of good suggestions for the future. One 
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of the suggestions was to give members more background information underlying 
club matters. Read on.  
 
Sail Programme 
The year’s sailing programme was a success with some 10 events to various 
destinations. Unfortunately the more adventurous sails to Cherbourg and to the Baie 
de la Sein ports were marred by poor weather and the blockade of Cherbourg by the 
French fishermen. The YOSC Regatta to Island Harbour was, as usual, a great 
success with 14 YOSC boats attending, that’s excluding the other 7 Scrap Heap boats 
the teams made on Sunday morning for the sail across the marina basin, an event that 
was narrowly won by Richard Goude. Surprisingly, considering the poor summer 
weather the majority of planned rallies were not spoiled by bad weather.  
I’m looking forward to the sailing events of the 2009 season.  Tony is already at work 
on the sailing programme, the outline of which we discussed in Committee in mid 
November. Tony has booked the first event, the Fitting Out Supper at the Royal 
Southampton Yacht Club alongside Ocean Village Marina for the 11th April.  More 
information will follow but you can put the date in your sailing diary now. 
 
Social programme  
The social programme was an equal success, the year kicked off with a real treat 
when Tom Cunliffe came along to entertain us with his sailing experiences and gave 
a talk entitled  “From Grandfather’s Pocket Watch to the Chart Plotter”. 
 
We had seven other speakers: 
 
I was left in awe by,  “60°  South”,  sailing & climbing in the Antarctic.  
Amused by,  “Great Expectations” or the rascals of Langstone Harbour.   
Amazed at the weather photographs shown in  “A blend of Talks about the 
Weather”.  
Grateful for the folk who run the “Gosport & Fareham Inshore Rescue Service”. 
Impressed by the scenery, history and navigation hazards shown in “Inshore 
Along the Dorset Coast”. 
Respectful at the dedication and knowledge shown in “Lock Keeping on the 
Thames”. 
I missed the talk on the “Southampton VTS”, so I’m a bit vacant about that. 
 
The Spring Dance, BBQ, Quiz night with Reading Offshore, the Skittles and 
Christmas Party at the end of 2007 form the other half of the social events.  They 
were all a great success.  
 
Through the social  programme we collected a total of £286 for charities.  This was 
donated as follows:  Gafirs £186,  Mission to Seafarers £50,  Great Ormond Street 
Hospital £50. 
 
Again Graham has been hard at work and has just about filled the 2009 Guest 
Speaker event diary, see the Social Programme at the back of this Magazine.  
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Fees 
The AGM voted to increase the YOSC membership subscription fees by a small 
amount. Single membership is now £24, Family membership is £28 and Country 
members will now pay £12.  These increases will bring in about £90 of additional 
income.  The reasons for the increase are clear. YOSC for the first time in many years 
has had to pay an annual membership fee, currently about £200, to the school centre, 
Yateleys.  All members of YOSC are now members of Yateleys. Membership of 
Yateleys is required by the licensing laws and the Board of Governors rules (We now 
have the prospect of paying to hire a venue, Ed).  The other reason for increasing the 
fees is due to the increased costs of printing the YOSC Newsletter & Magazine.  In 
the last year the costs have increased by about £200. As you can see, the extra income 
will not cover the additional expenses and the Committee are seeking ways to reduce 
or offset these costs in future.  
 
Cups 
This year the Commodore’s Cup was awarded to Robert Hughes, our Treasurer, who 
has given the club many years of, (I hesitate to say sterling, but it has been) service 
since the club was founded in 1991. Well done Robert.  In Roberts’s absence I 
accepted the cup on his behalf. 
 
The Island Cup is now awarded for Sailing Skills and this year it was given to 
Graham Collins for winning the YOSC Round the Island Timed Sail. Graham did 
consistently well in estimating his time on the 4 legs, I’m not too sure about other 
sailing skills though, as I saw Elizabeth “A” doing a few 720° turns.  Ah well, may be 
he hit a mark of the course.  Congratulations on winning Graham. 
 

 
 

Bill & Graham 
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The trophy for the Best Article went to Chris Darley for his piece “A Week Sailing in 
Montenegro” (see the front cover, then the article starts on page 3 of this issue). 
Again this year it was difficult to choose between a bunch of good articles, but in the 
end Chris’s interesting piece with good quality photographs and a refreshing slant 
won the day. 
 

 
 

Bill & Chris 
 
New Committee 
 
The members of the new Committee for 2008/2009 are: 
Commodore, Graham France 2nd on the back row: 
Social Secretary, Graham Collins 1st on the front row: 
Sailing Secretary, Tony Nemeth centre back: 
Treasurer, Robert Hughes absent: 
Secretary, Brian Mayhew 1st back: 
Membership Secretary, Ian Skinner 4th back: 
Publicity & Promotion , Sara Smith centre front: 
Librarian , David Dray 5th back: 
Editor , Alan Bew 3rd front. 
 
Thanks to all of them for volunteering to join the Committee.  
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The New Committee 
 
Members Help 
You are probably aware that for the past few years the sailing programme has greatly 
benefited from the voluntary efforts of the members in running events delegated by 
Tony, this has reduced the load on the Sailing Secretary.  We will continue to run 
them in this way. However the work of the Social Secretary in organising the 
monthly guest speakers and the 5 or 6 annual events has been a considerable load.  
This coming year Graham & I will be looking at ways to reduce the load so that 
Graham gets time to relax and enjoy some of the social events, it may be that we wish 
to extend the existing help process given to the Sailing Programme with a similar one 
for the social functions.  Graham and I will be working on this and will let you know 
the outcome. 
In short I will continue to call for those couple of hours support that Bill has asked for 
in the last 2 years to make of these ideas work.  I am pleased to say that about half a 
dozen people have already contacted me to offer help in these areas. 
 
Thanks to John for his excellent web site.  Talking about the webmaster reminds me 
that I can announce that Edi Juon is working with John to gain an understanding of 
our web site to the level where he can stand in for John for a while, if necessary.  
Thank you Edi. 
 
Reading through what I have written about our activities tells me that we have had a 
successful year and I am pleased to tell you that the Committee are working to 
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maintain it so.  I hope my next Column has better news and I promise to make it bit 
lighter and shorter. 
 
The Christmas Party is on the 1st December starting at 2000 hrs.  You may be reading 
this at the party.   (If you are reading this instead of “partying”, although I hope this 
issue is  interesting, could it be that we may be getting older? Ed) .  
 
If I don’t see you there I wish you well and hope to see you sailing in the next season. 
 
Wishing  all a Good Christmas,  
Good Winds, and Fair Weather for 2009 
 
Graham France, Commodore 

������������������������������������������������
 

The Mousetrap 
 

 
 
 
A mouse looked through the crack in the wall to see the farmer and his wife 
open a package. What food might this contain?' 
the mouse wondered - - -he was devastated to discover it was a 

mousetrap.  
 
Retreating to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed the warning : 
There is a mousetrap in the house!  
There is a mousetrap in the house!' 
 

The chicken clucked and scratched,  
raised her head and said,  
'Mr. Mouse, I can tell this is a grave  
concern to you, but it is of no consequence  

to me. I cannot be bothered by it.' 
 
The mouse turned to the pig and told him, 
There is a mousetrap in the house!  
There is a mousetrap in the house!'  The pig sympathized, 
but said,   'I am so very sorry,  Mr. Mouse, but there is 
nothing I can do about it but pray.  Be assured you are in my 
prayers 
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The mouse turned to the cow and said,  There is a mousetrap in the 
house!  There is a mousetrap in the house!'  The cow said, 'Wow, Mr. 
Mouse.  I'm sorry for you, but it's no skin off my nose.' 
So, the mouse returned to the house, head down and dejected,  to face 
the farmer's mousetrap . . . alone.  That very night a sound was heard 
throughout the house -- like the sound of a mousetrap catching its prey.  
The farmer's wife rushed to see what was caught.  In the darkness, she 

did not see it was a venomous snake whose tail the trap had caught. 
The snake bit the farmer's wife. 

 
The farmer rushed her to the hospital, 
and she returned home with a fever. 
Everyone knows you treat a fever with fresh chicken soup, so the 
farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard for the soup's 
main ingredient. 

 
But his wife's sickness continued, so friends and neighbours came to sit  
with her around the clock.  To feed them, the farmer butchered the  pig. 

 
The farmer's wife did not get well; 
she died.  

                                                                
 

 
So many people came to her funeral, the farmer had the cow slaughtered to provide 
enough meat for all of them. The mouse looked upon it all from his crack in the wall with 
great sadness.   So, the next time you hear someone is facing a problem and think it 
doesn't concern you, remember ----when one of us is threatened, we could all be at risk. 

___________________________________________ 
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THE MAN RULES   

AT LAST A GUY HAS TAKEN THE TIME TO WRITE THIS ALL DOWN     
  

 FINALLY  , THE GUYS' SIDE OF THE STORY. 
( I MUST ADMIT, IT'S PRETTY GOOD.)  

WE ALWAYS HEAR  "  THE RULES" 
FROM THE FEMALE SIDE .  

  
 NOW HERE ARE THE RULES FROM THE MALE SIDE .   

 
THESE ARE OUR RULES ! 

PLEASE NOTE .. THESE ARE ALL NUMBERED "1  "  
ON PURPOSE!  

  
1.   MEN ARE NOT MIND READERS. 

 
1. LEARN TO WORK THE TOILET SEAT . 

YOU'RE A BIG GIRL . IF IT'S UP, PUT IT DOWN. 
WE NEED IT UP, YOU NEED IT DOWN. 

YOU DON'T HEAR US COMPLAINING ABOUT YOU LEAVING IT DOWN . 
 

1. SUNDAY SPORTS, IT'S LIKE THE FULL MOON   
OR THE CHANGING OF THE TIDES. 

LET IT BE. 
 

1. CRYING IS BLACKMAIL . 
 

1. ASK FOR WHAT YOU WANT .  
LET US BE CLEAR ON THIS ONE :  
SUBTLE HINTS DO NOT WORK ! 
STRONG HINTS DO NOT WORK! 
OBVIOUS HINTS DO NOT WORK ! 

JUST SAY IT! 
 

1. YES AND NO ARE PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE ANSWERS TO ALMOST EVERY QUESTIO N. 
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1. COME TO US WITH A PROBLEM  ONLY IF YOU WANT HELP SOLVING IT . THAT'S WHAT WE DO. 
SYMPATHY IS WHAT YOUR GIRLFRIENDS ARE FOR . 

 
 

1. ANYTHING WE SAID 6 MONTHS AGO IS INADMISSIBLE IN AN ARGUMENT .  
IN FACT, ALL COMMENTS BECOME NULL AND VOID AFTER 7 DAYS.  

 
1. IF YOU THINK YOU'RE FAT, YOU PROBABLY ARE . 

DON'T ASK US . 
 

1. IF SOMETHING WE SAID CAN BE INTERPRETED TWO WAYS AND ONE OF THE W AYS MAKES YOU 

SAD OR ANGRY , WE MEANT THE   OTHER ONE  
 

1. YOU CAN EITHER ASK US TO DO SOMETHING  
OR TELL US HOW YOU WANT IT DONE .  

NOT BOTH. 
IF YOU ALREADY KNOW BEST HOW TO DO IT , JUST DO IT YOURSELF . 

 
1. WHENEVER POSSIBLE , PLEASE SAY WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO SAY DURING COMMERCIALS ..  

 
1. CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS DID  NOT NEED DIRECTIONS AND NEITHER DO WE. 

 
1. ALL  MEN SEE IN ONLY 16 COLOURS, LIKE WINDOWS DEFAULT SETTINGS . 

PEACH, FOR EXAMPLE , IS A FRUIT, NOT A COLOUR. PUMPKIN IS ALSO A FRUIT . WE HAVE NO IDEA 

WHAT MAUVE IS . 
 

1. IF IT ITCHES, IT WILL  BE SCRATCHED .  WE DO THAT. 
 

1. IF WE ASK WHAT IS WRONG AND YOU SAY "NOTHING,"  WE WILL ACT LIKE NOTHING 'S WRONG.  
WE KNOW YOU ARE LYING , BUT IT IS JUST NOT WORTH THE HASSLE .  

 
1. IF YOU ASK A QUESTION YOU DON 'T WANT AN ANSWER TO , EXPECT AN ANSWER YOU DON 'T 

WANT TO HEAR . 
 

1. WHEN WE HAVE TO GO SOMEWHERE, ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING YOU WEAR IS FINE ... REALLY  .  
 

1. DON'T ASK US WHAT WE 'RE THINKING ABOUT UNLESS YOU ARE PREPARED TO DISCUSS SUCH 

TOPICS AS BASEBALL OR  MOTOR SPORTS 
 

1. YOU HAVE ENOUGH CLOTHES . 
 

1. YOU HAVE TOO MANY SHOES . 
 

1. I AM IN SHAPE .  ROUND IS A SHAPE ! 
 

1. THANK YOU FOR READING THIS . 
YES, I KNOW, I HAVE TO SLEEP ON THE COUCH TONIGHT ; 

 
BUT DID YOU KNOW MEN REALLY DON 'T MIND THAT?  IT'S LIKE CAMPING . 

 
PASS THIS MAGAZINE TO AS MANY MEN AS YOU CAN - TO GIVE THEM A LAUGH .  

 
PASS THIS MAGAZINE TO AS MANY WOMEN AS YOU CAN - TO GIVE THEM A BIGGER LAUGH . 
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MOB Guardian  

 
 
Peter Bradley explains how the innovative MOB Guard ian 
system is saving lives at sea 
 

 
MOB Guardian base unit with two PSDs on 
charge 
 
On average, 20 fishermen drown 
every year in our waters, despite 
carrying all mandatory safety 
equipment. 
Most of these fatalities occur when 
crew end up overboard and rescue 
services are not alerted in time to 
locate and save them. Accuracy 
and speed in pinpointing crew in 

distress are a matter of life or death. But many alert systems have to be 
physically activated, either by the crew or by immersion in water - which all 
takes time. 
In 2002 the RNLI decided to develop a system that would provide constant 
monitoring of both crew and their vessel, thereby grabbing those crucial extra 
minutes to save lives. 
Using proven communications and satellite technology, the RNLI developed 
MOB (Man Overboard) Guardian, a unique 'always on' system. MOB 
Guardian provides a complete, reliable, automatic vessel capsize monitoring 
and man overboard alerting system between the fishermen at sea and the 
search and rescue authorities ashore.  The onboard equipment comprises a 
base unit and GPS interface that automatically transmits the vessel's position 
via satellite at predetermined intervals to the RNLI Operations team at 
Headquarters in Poole. If a report is not received, this indicates a possible 
capsize and an alert is automatically generated.  The base unit also 
constantly monitors up to four small personal safety devices (PSDs) worn by 
the crew and is directly linked to the RNLI's confidential monitoring system 
through the Iridium satellite network.  If a fisherman wearing a PSD falls 
overboard, the base unit will detect this and transmit a man overboard alert.  
This alert will contain the vessel's identity and the position where the person 
went overboard to within 5m. An alarm will also sound in the wheelhouse to 
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alert any second crew member onboard. The base unit and PSDs can also be 
activated manually by fishermen in an emergency. 
MOB Guardian alerts are normally received in less than 3 minutes. 
The unit can be programmed to stop the vessel's engines in the event of a 
man overboard and also provide a course to steer back to the person in the 
water. 
There are about 200 UK fishing vessels now fitted with MOB Guardian. With 
Government and commercial support and a substantial legacy from 
Constance Linda Mary Hilton to subsidise the fitting of the kit, we hope to 
reach many more over the next few years. 
The RNLI will be equipping its own fleet with a bespoke design based on 
MOB Guardian technology. 
Peter Bradley is RNLI Staff Officer Operations (Communications) 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:   This article first appeared in the “OFFSHORE”  newspaper 
published by the RNLI in the Autumn 2008 and is reproduced with the kind permission of 
their Editorial Manager, thank you! 

 
_____________________________________ 

 
AGM Papers  

 
The YOSC Secretary asked the Webmaster to send the following email to all members in 
an attempt to cut down on the amount of paper we use.  Some members at the AGM must 
have thought that the hard copy would be available for all at the meeting and had not read 
the documents before attending, and indeed had no recollection of receiving the following 
email which was sent to “all members”. 
 
 
8th October 2008 
 
Attn. all YOSC Members 
 
Our Hon Sec, Brian Mayhew has asked me to let you know that the following  
papers for the 2008 AGM on Monday 3 November are now available on the  
website for viewing and downloading: 
2008 AGM Agenda : www.yosc.org.uk/agenda08.doc 
2008 Treasurer's Report and Accounts: www.yosc.org.uk/report08.doc 
2007 AGM Minutes and Accounts: www.yosc.org.uk/minutes07.doc 
Agenda Item 3 includes the proposed changes to the Rules as advised in the  
October 2008 Newsletter.  The current Rules (Issue 5) may be viewed at: 
www.yosc.org.uk/rules5.pdf 
If you have any questions relating to this - please contact Brian at:  
secretary@yosc.org.uk or phone: 01276 472070 
 
John Weale 
Tel:      01252 873067 
Mobile: 07710 279371 
email: webmaster@yosc.org.uk 
 



- 23 - 

Are you slightly bonkers and do you fancy an advent ure?  

I'm not sure that I'm not completely mad, but here goes....Ed Essery 

The AZAB - Azores and Back - is a two leg race which runs every four years.  The next 
edition is in 2011.  The course is from Falmouth to, as it says on the tin, the Azores and 
back to Falmouth.  It is a double handed or single handed race and the crew can change 
for each of the two legs.  Each leg is about 1200NM and usually takes seven to ten days.  
There is a period between the legs in Ponta Delgada of about a week.  Full details of the 
event including the recently published Notice of Race can be found on the web at 
http://www.azab.co.uk/ 

  SCORPIO 

Fool that I am, I am seriously considering entering Scorpio, my two year old Hanse 342.  
Scorpio was purchased and set up with short handed sailing in mind.  Constructionally she 
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is already compliant with ISAF Offshore Special Regulations Sections 1 to 3 at Category 2 
and only needs an additional water tank to bring her to the required Category 1.  Some 
equipment and supplies will be necessary to make her compliant with Section 4 and 5 and 
the crew will need to undertake Sea Survival and First Aid training necessary to comply 
with Section 6.  See http://www.isaf.org/specialregulations.php for the full nitty gritty. 

I view this race entry as more Corinthian than out and out competitive although Scorpio 
can be very competitive - she won her class in the Royal Southampton Double Handed 
Inshore series in 2006 and was second in class in the overall series.  2007 was less 
successful, we missed one race and one was abandoned - we were third overall in class in 
the Series.  I have been sailing for over 40 years and have owned my own yacht for the 
past seven, sailing on average 1000NM per year, split 50/50 between cruising and racing. 

I am looking for crew to join me for either one or both legs of AZAB 2011.  I am looking for 
one or two people to join this venture - it calls for commitment to sail on Scorpio over the 
coming two seasons.  Two-handed racing calls for experience and a detailed knowledge of 
the boat as you have to be capable of doing everything single handed should something 
happen to the other crew, thus I am looking for someone prepared to make the time 
commitment and to helping prepare Scorpio.  Preparation would have to include 
participating in the necessary 500 mile qualifier.  Every two years Royal Southampton run 
a two handed race across Biscay.  The next edition of this race - the Biscay Challenge - is 
in June 2009.  Details at http://www.biscaychallenge.com.   I propose to use this race (and 
possibly the return from it) as AZAB qualifiers if Scorpio can be ready in time.  The Biscay 
Challenge normally has a qualifier itself, usually a non stop passage of about 120NM. 

If you are a reasonably fit, practical, experienced sailor who, critically, has a sense of 
humour, and you fancy an adventure please give Ed Essery a call on 01344 777663 or 
drop an e-mail and we can arrange to meet up and discuss it. 

Finally if you, or anyone, has ideas about how we can package the whole thing up to raise 
money for charity, I'd love to hear about it. 

Regards, 

Ed Essery. Scorpio - GBR9824T  Hanse 342 - Solent Based   http://www.essery.net  

 

  7.26 knots on cruising chute alone  
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Paynter’s Puzzles   (Answers on page 27) 
 

 
A lock entrance, but where? 
 

  And where is this bridge? 
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……………………………………………………………………… 
 

Yateleys Closure, Latest News from the Commodore 
 
It is now a week since I heard about the closure of Yateleys, our normal social 
meeting venue, and although I have been away in Scotland for most of that time the 
action plan to provide a solution for YOSC is in place.  I still have not had a formal 
notice of the closure. 
After a hasty call, 6 members of the committee met on Thursday the 13th to plan the 
way forward. In summary we agreed that without a bar Yateleys would not be a 
suitable venue for YOSC meetings.  We agreed that the first priority was a short term 
solution to find a venue where we could continue the informal social meetings.  Of 
equal priority was the need to find a venue for our Guest speaker events, the next 
being  on January 5th.  In both cases we, initially, will be looking for an acceptable 
venue that, maybe, is not an ideal long term solution.  We also agreed that at this 
stage it was not necessary to find one premises for both the informal socials and the 
Guest Speaker events. 
We generated a list of some 18 possible venues and allocated individuals to survey 
them against a list of the attributes we require. That survey is now underway and we 
already have some venues that fit our basic requirements.  We will continue to meet 
informally at Yateleys up to the 31st December and will let you know what alternative 
arrangements we will make for the New Year. The Committee will be meeting again 
on Dec 8th. 
In parallel with the activities to find alternatives, Richard Godden, with my 
agreement and support, is working to keep the present venue open.  Richard is 
making the case through the local town councilors, Hart DC, the Board of Governors 
and other key individuals. YOSC members please sign the petition that Richard has 
generated, it’s in the Yateleys bar.  Richard is also working to pull other Yateleys 
user groups together to act in a co-ordinated manner.  Thank you Richard.  
 
Progress will be announced  via email and in the YOSC Newsletter.  We still intend 
to support Yateleys for the Christmas Party but if necessary we will email everyone if 
there is a change of venue.  
 
Graham France 
Commodore YOSC, 19/11/08 
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Answers to Paynter’s Puzzles  
 

 
The Barrage Lock on the River Rance 

 

 
Dielette 
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YATELEY OFFSHORE SAILING CLUB  
SOCIAL CALENDAR 2009 

 
 
Monday 05 Jan 2009 TBA Chris Wright – YOSC 
Monday 02 Feb 2009 Pilotage of ships in Langstone 

Harbour 
Nigel Jardine 

Friday 20 Feb 2009 Spring Dance  
Monday 02 Mar 2009 Earthwatch Michael Triff 
Monday 06 Apr 2009 The Hard Way Round Alan Priddy 
Monday 04 May 2009 TBA Commander Bruce Nicholls 
Monday 01 Jun 2009 Quiz Night with Reading @ 

Sonning? 
Dyson England 

Monday 06 Jul 2009   
Monday 03 Aug 2009 BBQ  
Monday 07 Sep 2009 Mercy Ships Richard Elphick 
Monday 05 Oct 2009   
Monday 02 Nov 2009 AGM  
Friday 13 Nov 2009 Beer & Skittles at the Jolly 

Millar 
 

Monday 07 Dec 2009 YOSC Christmas Party  
 
 


