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Front cover collage of Northney Marina Rally, 10/11th May.  Photos by Richard 
Godden. 

 
 

Commodore’s Column July 2008 
 

I was pleased with the turnout for the YOSC Regatta 12 out of 14 boats made it to 
Island Harbour on 7/8th June with bluish skies and reasonable winds. 
The fun started on Saturday late afternoon with and idea from Graham Collins for a 
“Blind Rowing” competition. Well how difficult can it be for a blindfolded 
oarsperson being given instructions on which way to steer a dinghy by touch, to row 
from one side of a finger pontoon to the other? Well, more difficult that it would first 
seem. Jill and Jill took off at such speed they were last seen passing through the lock. 
It came to a sudden death play off between Scarlett and Charlotte off Ruby and 
Richard and Shelley off Wassail. Both of these teams had a good time of 55 seconds. 
Well the excitement was intense Scarlett  and Charlotte came in it at 54 seconds. 
Richard changed his rowing position in a death or glory attempt to win the day and 
came in at 1 minute 4 seconds. A good laugh all round. 
Moving on to the evening we had an excellent barbecue and an amazing fancy hat 
competition. Last year this was won by Colin off Ruby with his “Round the Island 
race”. This year Collin, Maggie, Scarlett and Charlotte excelled themselves and 
came as four cardinal markers. All with lights and the correct markings for North, 
South, East and West. 
The star gazing fizzled out by about midnight with only the diehards trying to look 
through patches of cloud for a faint clutch of light called the “American Nebula”. 
Sunday bloomed bright and sunny with a wind from the north(ish) ideal for the 
Recycle Regatta better known as the Scrapheap Challenge. As predicted competition 
this year was fierce with seven boats entering the fray.  Competitors were up before 
dawn (10:30) finishing construction, doing last minute tweaks and even pre race 
sailing. The rules are simple the first boat to the other side of the marina or the boat 
sails farthest wins. Well with even these simple rules I as judge had to make a 
decision on who was the winner. Graham Collins’ boat was in front hotly pursued by 
Richard Goude’s trimarran “Rice Snaps”. Unfortunately Graham’s boat hit a moored 
yacht which it sailed down the side of. Rice Snaps aided by a williwaw of wind shot 
past the bows of the yacht to be first across the marina. Technically Graham’s boat 
had sailed further but would he have caught “Rice Snaps” sprint to the finish. First 
place was awarded to “Rice Snaps” and Richard Goude. The Trevor Blunden 
consortium took the prize for “Best Looking or Best Technical Boat “ an innovative 
three hull design with water ballast. This year, thanks to the efforts of Graham 
France our Vice Commodore (who made it) we have a small trophy to present 
suitably made from recycled yacht parts. 
Well a good time was had by all and in due course we all sailed off home. 
 
Ever since I was Vice Commodore I have promoted the YOSC Regatta. I see it as a 
core part of the balance we have as a sailing club.  This event and Dave Dray’s 
Northney Rally for example are good family outings. The Moules Frittes, Summer 
Cruise and West Country Trips for the more experienced or those wishing to gain 
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experience of longer passages. If you have an idea or a place you think would make 
a good sailing trip contact Tony Nemeth and discuss it with him. Or shock horror, 
tell others you are going there and then do it. The Norfolk Broads trip came about 
because Malcolm Cross said” I’ve always had a fancy to sail a Norfolk Wherry”. 
Sailing is what we like to do best so let’s do it. Ann and I hope to sail to Guernsey 
and Treguier  and other North Brittany  ports starting 11th August returning about the 
31st.  
There are a lot more photographs on the web site of the regatta and other YOSC 
events including some nice candid shots from Terry’s damned camera. Once again 
John Weale has done us proud with our website so thanks again John. 
Finally I cannot make the Summer Cruise in company but I hope to be at the 
Bembridge Rally on the 19th and 20th July until then,  
 
As always, 
Fair winds 
 
Bill Boyd 
 
Commodore 
 
Scarlett and Charlotte                           Maggie, Scarlett, Charlotte and Collin 

    
 

 
A general view of the BBQ 
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Moules Frittes Rally to Cherbourg, 24-26th May,2008, Plan “B” 
 
Well that really was the week that was.   My task was rather simple in that all I had 
to do was contact all participants of the Rally noting some contact details passing 
them on to all with the promise of meeting them in Cherbourg with assistance for 
mooring.   Even the weather forecast was encouraging.   Simple eh? 
 Then came the bombshell.   With just a few days to go I had been informed that 
Cherbourg was SHUT (and had been for a week).   Fortunately I already had the 
contact details of those going Scorpio (racing), Adat, Galatea, Carpe Diem, 
Dreamcatcher, Harley Movin and a Jeaneau 35 from a prospective YOSC member, 
Dave Harper.   As time passed I made many calls & emails to the Skippers not 
forgetting my own crew and with the help of John Weale & Barry Mead calls were 
made to the Harbour Master in Cherbourg for updates.   Even Pauline Hooker 
recovering from an illness on her yacht Constance in Haslar called me with the news. 
 As each morning approached the port remained resolutely shut with little 
promise of opening and should it open there remained the question of whether it 
would close again.   Reports came fast and indeed worrying.   Chains, steel cables 
and ropes as well as Fishing vessels were blocking all the entrances only letting in 
small craft but worse not letting anything out.   By Monday some 60 British vessels 
were trapped.   Tyres were being burnt and flares let off with bottles and fishing 
weights thrown at vessels attempting to escape (setting one on fire).   With many 
vessels now trapped tempers were getting frayed and the atmosphere deteriorating.   
I had to make a decision before any YOSC vessels departed so the call went out  
“It’s Orf”. 
 Plan “B” came into use but at such short notice where to?   Cowes Yacht Haven 
didn’t really want to know.   I finally booked some moorings in Shepard’s Wharf 
although later I found that it costs extra to reserve moorings at Shepard’s and you 
have to have a Rally of at least 6 vessels (with no discount).   No discount?   Well at 
least we moored together with the exception of Dave Harper (no show) and Scorpio 
(racing).   Carpe Diem came in but whilst manoeuvring one engines stopped so she 
took an easier pontoon for repairs.   It later restarted without problem (an intermittent 
electronic fault).   
  

�

Carpe Diem 
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We were informed by another yacht that Scorpio’s race was cancelled.   With us all 
in Shepard’s I made contact with Elizabeth (Graham & Mary Collins) with an offer 
to join us but she opted for a shorter break in Ashlett Creek.   The weather to date 
was (yet again) nothing like the forecast and we enjoyed what was actually good for 
sailing but with the forecast of considerably worse to come we all decided to head 
inland.   Galatea & Adat to Newport and Carpe Diem, Dreamcatcher & Harley 
Movin to Island Harbour Marina.  
On arrival at Newport we heard a lot of loud music and thought just how long that 
would last into the night.   We needn’t have worried as it was a local “Greener 
Image” fete being held in the local car-park and was to finish at 1800.   Sunday 
morning started overcast and wet but the rain soon stopped and then in the 
background the sound of Jazz.   Soon I saw Doug Board almost running so see what 
it was.   In the cockpit I heard the distinct sound of Trad Jazz being played very well 
so off I went following Doug.   
  
 

 
 
 It wasn’t long before we all were seated enjoying the mornings entertainment and 
good they were too.   As the sky cleared we eventually obtained the weather forecast 
for Monday and decided to head for home as soon as possible before the expected F8 
winds and heavy rain with thunder & lightening started.   On our way past the Folly 
we waived to Dreamcatcher on a pontoon mooring.   We wondered if Island Harbour 
Marina were full and rather than wait they opted for the Folly.   It certainly looked 
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full as we passed.   The sun shone so much that we slowed down to around 4 knots 
worrying Galatea who were always in company.   It was such a hot & sunny day that 
we all wondered if we had made the right decision.   Come Monday morning though 
we were proved right.   I am beginning to agree with Doug’s statement that YOSC 
seems to be stuck with bad luck in expecting to passage to Cherbourg on the May 
bank holiday.   It certainly seems it has been many years since we had some success. 
 Well here’s to next years bank holiday attempt. 
 
Terry Paynter 
 
 

 
 

YOSC Regatta at Island Harbour, 7/8th June 2008 
 

This was one event that did what was promised. 
 
There were the blind rowers steered by crew touching the rower, often with hilarious 
results: 
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Then there was the fancy hat competition: 
 

 
 
and the BBQ: 
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followed by music and dancing: 
 

 
 
After a quiet night gazing at the stars, Sunday was the day of the Recycle Regatta 
Race.  The model boats were made in a fixed time on site in the marina and then 
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sailed to see which covered the most water across the marina, and most directly, as 
judged by the Commodore: 
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and for the best construction: 
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Sunday, June 08, 2008 

The Maritime & Coastguard Agency Press Office 

YACHT CREW SAVED OFF LINCOLNSHIRE COAST 

At eight o’clock this morning a number of almost unintelligible mobile phone calls 
were received by Lincolnshire Police as well as Yarmouth and Humber Coastguard. 
It was eventually deduced that a yacht was in distress off Lincolnshire, at the very 
limit of mobile phone range.  
 
Yarmouth Coastguard were able to triangulate the call and position the casualty 
approximately 2 miles off Skegness. Skegness All Weather and Inshore Lifeboats 
were launched to assist. 
 
Of the four people on board, one was very dehydrated from acute sea sickness. The 
yacht had lost her mast and there was rigging around the propeller which had caused 
damage to the stern gland and created a leak.  
 
The distressed crew members were taken aboard Skegness Lifeboat and the casualty 
vessel taken under tow. Humber All Weather Lifeboat rendezvoused with Skegness 
Lifeboat and took the yacht crew to safety at Grimsby and thence to hospital, while 
Skegness Lifeboat continued towing the yacht.  
 
Humber Lifeboat later returned to take over the tow and commence pumping water 
out of the yacht, so that Skegness Lifeboat could return to her home port after a long 
service. 
 
Yarmouth Coastguard Watch Manager, Peter Wheeler said :- 
 
As always, we worked very well with our colleagues in Humber Coastguard and the 
local Lifeboats provided their usual professional service. 
 
However, if we had not known of the situation this yacht was in, we could not have 
helped and they would have been in a very serious predicament indeed.  
 
This illustrates only too well the value of being properly equipped and checking 
everything, including radios, before and during a sea going passage. If they had 
drifted another mile or two offshore there would have been no communications at all 
and the outcome could have been different. 
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I think that the lesson to be learned from this tale is to always carry an emergency 
aerial because if your mast goes overboard so does your means of long range 
communication – Paul Moggridge, YOSC 
 
 

YOSC Round the Island Rally 14/15th June 2008 
 
Our test of navigational accuracy was organised this year by Kevin Morgan of 
“Dreamcatcher 2” on behalf of the Sailing Secretary, Tony Nemeth.  The task for the 
5 boats taking part was to assemble at the starting point at St Helen’s Fort, near 
Bembridge, at 9am, and estimate their arrival times at the 3 intermediate and the 
final mark of the course on their way clockwise round the Island to Yarmouth.  Each 
boat disclosed its estimate by radio to Kevin in the first 10 minutes of each of the 4 
legs and also reported its actual time at each mark.  Points were lost for each minute 
the estimate was in error at each mark and for each minute of engine use.  There was 
no advantage in being the fastest boat if you could not accurately say how fast.  
“Scorpio” got well away, too well!  “Elizabeth A” was consistently good over all 4 
legs and took the major prize.  “Ticker” I regret to say got the maths wrong on the 
last leg (otherwise would of course have been the clear winner!!!)  was runner up, 
“Sunbeam” was 3rd , with progressively less impressive prizes. 
 

 
 

The eventual winner “Elizabeth A” near the start 
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Ticker off Bembridge, both photos by Kevin 
 

“Clarus”, “Elizabeth A” and “Ticker” berthed at Bembridge the night before to be 
sure to be there for the start.  The very light initial wind from the west gradually 
strengthened towards St Catherine’s Point and gave rise to some rather optimistic 
forecasts for the time of arrival at the next mark of the course, Bridge Buoy, as it 
died away again for the next hour.  But it did “back” a little and strengthened again 
allowing a direct tack to the buoy, which was just as well as the tide was beginning 
to turn against us.  Ticker had lost only 2 points up to then but was, from memory, 
about 10 mins late at the Bridge.  Everyone then had an amazing run up to the 
“Sconce” buoy outside Yarmouth.  The weather was perfect all day and no boat 
reported any recourse to the engine. 
 
Some crews ate dinner at the Royal Solent Yacht Club in Yarmouth watching the sun 
set on a very successful event, very ably marshalled by Kevin. 
 



- 15 - 

Up the Creek - River Medina, Isle of Wight 
 

 

We start by entering the River Medina at Cowes.   Cowes and East Cowes grew from 
a huddle of fishermen's shacks around two coastal forts built by Henry VIII on 
opposite banks of the River Medina and named after the two off-shore sandbanks or 
cows.   The towns are linked by an old-fashioned chain ferry and have a tradition of 
fine ship building, dating from the reign of Elizabeth I.   Then came the yacht 
building industry, as sailing became a popular sport, endorsed by the royal family.   
In 1854, the Royal Yacht Squadron was moved into Cowes Castle, the former Tudor 
fort, and the name of Cowes has been synonymous with yachting ever since.   Above 
the High Street and overlooking the Solent is Northwood House and Park.   This 
classical style mansion was built in 1837 and given to the town in 1929 together with 
its 26 acres of grounds which now provide public tennis courts, bowling greens, 
putting green and a children's play area.   At the edge of the park stands St. Mary's 
Church, its landmark clock tower, designed by John Nash, was retained when the 
church was rebuilt in 1867.   It is advisable not to try a pub crawl in Cowes as there 
are just too many pubs to choose from.  Since Cowes is the centre for Yachting in the 
world, needless to say there are also very many yacht clubs all giving visiting sailors 
a warm welcome, apart from Royal Yacht Squadron of course.   Should you wish to 
stay here then choose from many moorings most of which are extremely expensive, 
noisy and buffeted by the continuous wash of the many ferries passing by.   Try a 
swinging buoy mooring on the east side and either dinghy or water taxi ashore or 
maybe a pontoon mooring above the chain ferry, both much cheaper.   Alternatively 
drop anchor on The Shrape Mud, drying just outside the Harbour and just while 
away the day. 
 East Cowes is where you will find yet another marina unfortunately these days 
it is as expensive as West Cowes & noisy and has lost much of its character.   
Nearby the magnificent Osborne House, a magnificent countryside retreat of Queen 
Victoria.   Visit the newly refurbished Dining Room and Durbar Room with its 
exquisite Indian gifts.   Stroll round the beautiful grounds, including the Victorian 
Walled Garden and the hot houses of tropical plants.   The ice store.   The terraced 
gardens have recently been opened to visitors and don't miss the delightful Swiss 
Cottage designed for the royal children.   After her marriage to Prince Albert in 
1840, Queen Victoria felt the need for a family residence in the country. To use her 
words, 'a place of one's own - quiet and retired'.   Queen Victoria knew and liked the 
Isle of Wight after visiting as a child, and she and the Prince Consort were both 
determined to buy a property there.   'It is impossible to imagine a prettier spot,' 
wrote the Queen after a visit to Osborne House.   In 1845 the royal couple purchased 
the property with an estate of 342 acres, plus the adjacent Barton Manor to house 
equerries and grooms and to serve as the home farm.   Before the deeds had even 
changed hands, architect Thomas Cubitt had been approached, firstly to build a new 
wing and then to demolish the old house and add further wings.   Once all the work 
was complete, an exquisite pair of Italianate towers dominated the landscape and 
looked out over passing ships in the nearby Solent.   Visit Barton Manor lying 
adjacent to Osborne House where there is a fine vineyard here proving that English 



- 16 - 

wine can be excellent!   The gardens feature a lake, secluded water garden, a national 
plant collection & hedge maze.   Both the wines & gardens have won awards. 
 The Folly Inn, about a mile past East Cowes Marina is a rustic pub perched on 
the east bank.   It has lovely views from a large beer garden and patio.   There is a 
Folly Waterbus which can bring you up or down river and because of its position it 
attracts a large number of yachtsmen.   History has it that The Folly originated from 
a barge that ran aground whilst selling illegal liquor in the 1700s!   Today it is 
extremely popular and it is advisable to book, especially at weekends, although even 
without a reservation you will always get a meal and a selection of real ales.   On a 
Saturday night try the Table Dancing, as ever very popular with all.   Moor on either 
side of the visitor’s pontoon on the west side and reserve for a mooring on the Folly 
side. 
 

 
Folly Inn 
 
 Island Harbour Marina about half a mile further on started life as a mill (see 
photo).   The original building on this land, East Medina Mill was one of the great 
English tide mills and was built in 1790 by William Porter, a baker in nearby 
Newport.   At this time the Medina River was a mooring place for the convict 
transports, and when Mr Porter's workmen were rowing down to work they were 
taunted with being bound for Botany Bay.   In this way, East Medina Mill became 
known as Botany Bay Mill.   Though this story is quoted in Albin's History of the 
Isle of Wight, shortly after the erection of the mills, a more likely interpretation is 
that William Porter supplied ship's biscuits to the transports in the river.   Just after 
1790 the banks who had previously supported Mr Porter withdrew their funding and 
the business was forced to close.   Thomas Porter died a year later and the buildings 
were left empty.   During the reign of George III (1760-1820) a lot of funds were 
given by the Monarch for defence of this country and some of this money was used 
to enlist certain foreign mercenary soldiers into the British Army.   At East Medina 
Mill at the end of the 1700's, German and Prussian soldiers and their families were 
stationed.   Sadly, there was a typhoid epidemic and over 70 people died and these 
people were subsequently buried in a mass grave at Whippingham Church nearby.   
Later on Queen Victoria's daughter visited Whippingham church and during her visit 



- 17 - 

was made aware of the mass cemetery and contacted the authorities in Germany to 
advise them of this, and this led to a plaque being put up in the church on the south 
wall in memory of the soldiers and their families.   It is also said, that there is an 
entry in the church parish register.   After the Napoleonic war in early 1800 it is also 
known that French soldiers were barracked at East Medina Mill as POW's.   In 1799, 
the mill was insured by William Roach with the Sun Insurance Company under the 
description 'Water corn mill and storehouse communicating (East Medina Mill) and 
kiln in tenure of James Roach, merchant and miller, brick and tiled small part timber, 
£1500.   Water wheel, millstones, wire machine and dressing mills, £500, totalling 
£2,000.   The stock was insured by James Roach under a separate policy for £500.   
This records a change of ownership within the first nine years of the life of the mill.   
The Roach family held the mill until it ceased to work in 1939.   The mill buildings 
were 300 feet long, 30 feet wide and 3 storeys high.   The mill part was 10 bays long 
and was attached to a store-house which was 8 bays long.   This store-house was 
ruined by a storm in 1930.   An article in the County Press (18 Jan 1930) highlights 
the damage that was caused "The most striking example of the fierceness of the gale 
on the Island was afforded at East Medina Mill, where a portion of the roof 90ft long 
and 30ft wide and weighing probably 10 tons, was lifted bodily from the high mill 
building and carried 40 yards before it crashed onto cottages and other buildings and 
extensively damaged them.   At its height the wind probably reached a velocity of at 
least 90 miles an hour.   The scene next morning was one of almost indescribable 
chaos, and reminded some onlookers of the shell-shattered buildings of the 
battlefield."   In 1939 the Borough of Newport obtained the mill and used it as a 
store for any waste material and then a subsequent large fire burnt down half of the 
mill and it remained derelict until 1950 when it was demolished and then remained 
that way until 1960's.   During this time, in 1946 a firm called Southern Aircraft 
(Gatwick) leased the land to build aircraft, a project which never really came to 
fruition.   Then in the mid 1960's a group of local people got together and took over 
the lease from the aircraft company to build a marina which subsequently opened in 
1965 and has since changed owners on a number of occasions the latest being 2004.   
After this last change of hands the Marina has been dredged and extended with, of 
course an increase in fees but much of its character remains.   The PS Ryde or Ryde 
Queen as she was affectionately called was one of the Isle of Wight ferries and can 
be seen backing away from her terminal in Cowes in 1967 however in the next photo 
as she is today, she is now nothing more than a rusting wreck and hazard to the 
public at large.   Since her installation at Island Harbour in earthen mooring she has 
served as a Nightclub and Restaurant but now her future is presently unknown 
although it won’t be too long before the earth completely consumes her.   There are 
many walks to be taken from this mooring either north, east or south to Newport 
where one can take advantage of nature to its extreme. 
 Unlike my other articles I leave you to choose your own mooring on this fine 
River but do not forget an anchorage above the Folly where all is peace and quiet 
and with your trusty dinghy you still have “shore access”. 
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The Mill in 1936 
 

 PS Ryde in 1967 
 

PS Ryde as she is today (The funnel has now fallen over) 
 
 
Terry Paynter 
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Up the Creek – Dell Quay 
 

 At one time the seventh most important port in England, Dell Quay and nearby 
Apuldram must still be one of the most beautiful.   Adjacent to Birdham lies the 
parish of Apuldram and the boundary that divides them passes through Chichester 
Marina.   This was excavated in the 1960s from the marshy remains of the Apuldram 
Salterns and provides berths for over 900 boats in the largest marina on the South 
Coast.   The Salterns on whose site it was dug had been built by James Ayles one of 
the owners of Birdham Mill.   Due largely to government tax policy the salterns 
ceased to work in the 1820s after a lifespan of less than 90 years.   The medieval 
village of 'Apeldreham' clustered about the church and manor but there are, today, no 
obvious traces of ‘villeins' cottages and feudal field-systems.   There remains only 
one building other than the Parish Church which would have been familiar to the 
medieval peasants.   This is the 15th century tower of Ryman's House.   The manor 
of Apuldram was held by the Abbey of Battle for it had been granted to them by 
Henry I in exchange for the village of Reading.   It seems possible that before 
relinquishing the property Henry had conferred rights on the citizens of Chichester 
that concerned a landing place in the parish.   This bordered on a field or area of land 
called Dell and the city had always held the privilege of collecting dues here.   Battle 
Abbey retained the manor of Apuldram until the dissolution of the monasteries and 
may have had a private quay at the end of Smugglers Lane.   The buildings of Dell 
Quay were built by the Lord Fitzwilliam of Cowdray in the late 1400s or early 
1500s.   The early prosperity of the harbour continued into Tudor times but the port 
was not without its problems.   In the late 1500s complaint was made not only of its 
distance from the city but also of the lack of facilities at Dell Quay.   Further 
difficulties were occasionally caused by the silting of the harbour which prevented 
larger vessels from sailing above Itchenor.   Despite such troubles Dell saw a 
flourishing trade in grain throughout the 1700s and amongst the mills built at that 
time was Tipper's windmill whose only remnant now forms part of Dell Quay House.   
The small coastal barges and occasional foreign-going traders that plied the port also 
bore an interesting variety of other cargoes ranging from bacon, cheese, fish and 
oysters to canvas, leather, lead, iron and timber.   Increasingly the imports to the 
harbour were of coal from Sunderland carried both by local boats and barges.   
Latterly the quay was let to merchants dealing in cattle fodder and fertiliser and the 
last shipments were unloaded here in the 1930s.   These days yachtsmen and tourists 
throng this ancient landing-place and Dell Quay is probably busier than ever it was 
in the past.   Although there is no specific village centre, there are a number of 
marine related businesses and boatyards.   Dell Quay is also home to the Harbour 
Education Centre which is used throughout the year for educational field trips and 
also for a variety of activities for the public such as photography and painting. 
 Passage from Chichester Harbour entrance some 5½ miles past Chichester 
Harbour Marina up the Fishbourne Channel for a further 1 mile.   The stream is very 
narrow at this end and dries.   Drop anchor on the west side of the channel or pick up 
a buoy either north or south side of the Jetty and dinghy ashore.   The wildlife here is 
excellent especially on the shore.   You will be made very welcome at the Dell Quay 
Sailing Club where you will be able to confirm your mooring.   Good ales and an 
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excellent meal may be had in the Crown & Anchor pub which has the best views of 
the Harbour.   You will also find the Boatyard very interesting. 
 

 
Extract from Chart GB50242A 

 

 
Dell Quay in the Evening 

 
 
Terry Paynter 
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“Elizabeth A” goes West – Really – and Gets Back Fast 
 
I have been trying to get to sail “Ticker” to the West Country ever since the last time 
in 1995 when, as before in 1993, we were in Tor Bay just 3 days after the scheduled 
departure.  There must have been half a dozen departures from the mooring only to 
end up no further than Weymouth at best, Wareham once or twice, and 
Yarmouth/Lymington many times.  Last year 3 or 4 YOSC boats including “Ticker” 
and “Elizabeth A” spent 5 or 6 nights in the Solent waiting for weather that was good 
enough to set off for Weymouth.  Eventually with no better forecast for the 
following 7 days all boats aborted their plans and returned home.  This year 
Elizabeth’s skipper Graham and his wife Mary invited me to join them on their boat 
to have another determined try.  We set off from Wicor on Tuesday 17th June 2008 
and sailed to Yarmouth, so far so good, but the weather for going to Weymouth was 
elusive as ever so we spent 2 more days waiting in Lymington (seems familiar!). 
 

 
 

An interlude in Yarmouth 
 
These photos make the weather look fine and the crew look wimps!  We got a better 
wind on Friday that was attractive for a passage to Weymouth, going well offshore 
to avoid any conflict with Lulworth Ranges and arriving in plenty of time to go out 
for dinner.  We had a drink first in the Royal Dorset Yacht Club and hoped to eat 
there but food was to be later for the racing crews when they returned to port.  So we 
had to have a very nice meal in an Italian restaurant as you do. 
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The weather forecast for the next day, 
Saturday, was F5-6 south to south-west 
and we decided this was our big chance. 
The earliest we could take the inshore 
passage round Portland Bill was noon, 
leaving 10 hours of daylight to cover 
40nm to Tor Bay.  “Elizabeth A” reeled 
off the miles on port tack all the way (2 
reefs and a few rolls on the genny) to 
arrive in Brixham Marina at 7.15pm, the 
crew tired but elated. 
We explored Brixham, its yacht club for 
coffee and Berry Head on foot on 
Sunday. 
During a gentle sail to Dartmouth on 
Monday we were approached at speed 
by what at first looked like a destroyer 
and then, when it launched a rib with 4 
crew and came over to hail us, turned out 
to be a Customs Cutter.  They wanted us 
to help them make a film of their 
activities so could they board us while 
filming.  This is to show their 
government minister who is too busy to come and see himself (herself?).  3 of them 
came aboard, full of good humour and loads of chat, and then thanked us and went 
away doing more high speed turns for their camera.  Spent the night in Darthaven 
Marina and on Tuesday motored up the river to Dittisham to pick up a visitor’s 
swinging mooring.  In the afternoon we took the dinghy another 2 miles or so up 
river to Stoke Gabriel for the view and afternoon tea. 
 
We had refuelled at the 
barge in the middle of 
the Dart where the 
attendant is a yacht 
owner having a Westerly 
Centaur at Dittisham.  
Another interesting 
character  we met on our 
walk to Berry Head had 
sailed in most areas of 
the world and is asked 
from time to time to 
skipper a Brixham, 
Sailing Trawler. 
 
On Wednesday we  
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returned to Brixham, but this time to the Brixham Yacht Club pontoon and enjoyed a 
marvellous dinner in their club house high above the harbour. 
 

 
 
View of Brixham Harbour, and Torquay beyond, from the clubhouse with one of the club 

pontoons in the foreground.  Below is a part of MDL’s marina in which the lifeboat is 
moored 
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We needed an appropriate forecast for 
Thursday to start the trip back home and 
it was our lucky day, F2-7 S.W. 
 
We cast off from Brixham at 6am, 
raised sails and kept the motor going all 
the way to a point 5nm S of The Bill 
when Graham decided that we had 
made enough progress to be able to cut 
the motor.  As the wind strength 
increased sail was reduced, eventually 
dropping the main outside Yarmouth.  
The original plan was to go to Poole  
but the weather forecast for Friday was 
not so encouraging so we reshaped our 
course for Yarmouth, arriving on a 
“Walk-ashore pontoon” at 7.15pm.  We 
had to promise to leave Friday morning 
no doubt because of bookings related to 
the RTI race on Saturday.  Skipper 
Graham had difficulty getting his head 
round the fact that he had left the West 

Country, 75 nm away, only that morning.  Friday’s trip back to Wicor was a 
formality on the genny alone with F5-6 S.W. apart from dodging all the RTI boats 
out training.  The total trip was 236 nm. 
 
I must thank Mary and Skipper Graham Collins for inviting me on their “Elizabeth 
A”, a very comfortable and capable Moody 346. 
 

 

   
 

BYC’s Bosun and their Clubhouse 
 

 
Alan Bew (Ed) 
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Library News 
Free Books & Videos 
YOSC Member Charles MacKenzie has kindly donated quite a number of books and 
videos to the YOSC Library, thank you Charles. I will shortly add the new titles to 
the Library Index, it’s on our web site, and send an e-mail to let you know what’s 
been added.  
Out of those donated there are a number that duplicate what we already hold and in 
addition I have weeded a few more out of the Library. All of these surplus titles will 
be given away to members. I will bring what I want to dispose of to the Monday 
gatherings, a few at a time, till they are all gone. Come along pick up a free book or 
video. 
 
Web Site for YOSC Photographs 
The new web site for photos is up and running. To see what’s there log on to the 
YOSC web site at www.yosc.org.uk,  click on the “Picture Gallery” button to view 
and copy photos as you wish. To post photos on the site you will need a user name 
and password. The pass system is the same as the one used to access the YOSC 
“Members”.   Have a look or post a photo or two. 
 
Loan items 
Contact me to borrow equipment, books, videos, Sailing Snips or buy a YOSC 
burgee. Look on the website, www.yosc.org.uk, under the “Library” button, to see 
the index of all items that are available to you. 
 
 
Graham France 
YOSC Librarian 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Crewing List   (Please inform the Editor if you do not want your phone 
number to appear in this list). 
 
Sailing Secretary:  Tony Nemeth   
Crew: 

Trevor Blunden 01420 84588  
Max Clark  01252 612767 Tony Nemeth  01344 771711 
Charles Weager    John Weale   01252 873067 
Alex Phipps  01252 665368 Michael Dray  01276 514359 
David Coulthard 0118 978 2046 Allan Cowan 
Peter Bennett 01252 623517 Mike Hopkins  01344 455639 
Peter Mayley 01344 778580 David Head   01276 681889 
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The full list of email addresses for club officers 
 
These will not change when there is a change of post holder nor if that person 
changes his/her own email address.  Our webmaster deals with the changes so that 
we have only to remember this list:- 
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For Sale:  
 

1. 2.2 kVA  230/110 volts generator, good condition , £120.  ono   
 Contact:  member Doug Board.  

 

2.      Ruby is for Sale 
 

Gib'sea 33   “RUBY” 10m sailing yacht, launched 2000. 
 
Very roomy, well set up and easy to sail. Many extras including Raymarine 
C80 plotter and radar, Volvo 2030 engine, Spinnaker, lines and pole, Fitted 
cockpit tent, Webasco heating plus all the usuals from a modern 
production boat.   
£49000 
Lying Southsea. Viewings and test sails welcome. 
Reason for sale: we want a bigger boat! 
Contact Colin Walsh on 01252 677241, Maggie Walsh on 07887 898233 
email: colin.maggie@googlemail.com 

 
3. ����������	
������ �
�

Triradial spinnaker with snuffer chute. 
 
30’ Luff to leach - 17’ along the foot  
Red, white and blue with port/stb trims. 
Both items only used twice, in as new condition, £295  ’phone Billbo on 
01252 871731 
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4. Grand Summer Sale 
 
Cruising Chute 34ft luff x 24ft foot, weight 1.50  In pristine condition, little used. 
Complete with integral snuffer and two full sets of sheets and blocks. £290.00 
A set of 8 Admiralty charts covering the south coast and the channel. The lot 
£20.00 
Admiralty small craft portfolio  ‘The West Country’ 2nd edition June 2000 £15.00 
Admiralty small craft portfolio  ‘The channel Islands’ 3rd edition September 2001 

£15.00 
2 tide tables Channel Islands and The English Channel , Symbols and 

abbreviations the lot £10.00 
Plastimo 2.7 metre inflatable tender, in new condition, with folding wooden floor, 
pump, repair kit and handbook £200.00 
Mariner 5hp outboard engine in mint condition. Short shaft. 3 years old 
approximately 15 hour running. Serviced every season. Complete with tool kit and 
handbook. £450.00 
Used large capacity waste water Wale pump £5.00 
Waterproof ICOM handheld VHF radio  with all accessories. With handbook. 
£65.00 
Rechargeable tender electric air pump £10.00 
Bosun’s chair in its original box, not used. £15.00 
 
Please contact 
Paul Moggridge 
 
 

 
Cottages at Dittisham 
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DATES 

 
DESTINATION     

 
EVENT  
ORGANISER 

TIME (BST) OF 
HIGH  WATER 
PORTSMOUTH 
1ST DAY,  AM 

 
 
HT 

 
 
PM 

 
 
HT 

Saturday 5th 
July - 18th 
July 

Summer Cruise to 
Normandy 

Richard 
Magnay 

01:13 4.6 13:51 4.6 

Saturday 
19/20th July 

Bembridge Rally Tony Nemeth 00:38 4.3 13:09 4.4 

Saturday 19th 
July – 3rd 
August 

Possible Extra Cruise 
to Channel Islands and 
Brittany 

Richard 
Magnay 

N/A    

Tuesday 19th 
– 21st August 

Midweek Getaway 
(still being developed) 

TBA 01:18 4.6 13:48 4.6 

Saturday 6th – 
12th 
September 

Scotland Charter? 
(alternative suggestions 
wanted) 

Malcolm 
Cross 

    

Saturday 27/ 
28th 
September 

East Cowes Rally Tony Nemeth 10:56 4.6 23:03 4.5 

Saturday 18th 
October 

Laying Up Supper Tony Nemeth N/A    

�
����� ����������� ��	���� 
���� �� The last date for receipt of articles, 
news, reports of Club Events, etc., which are intended to be included in the 
next issue, is 23rd July 2008. 
�
Editor:   Alan Bew;  to whom reports (with photos) of any YOSC events, 
stories, cartoons, sailing and social news items should be sent by email 
(alan.bew@talk21.com) or disc and hardcopy by hand. 

Monday 8.00pm 
7-Jul-2008 

A blend of talks about weather Ian Currie 

Monday  8.00pm 
4-Aug-2008 

BBQ at the Club  

Monday  8.00pm 
1-Sep-2008 

60 Degrees South.  Sailing and climbing in Antarctica Paul Josse 

Monday 8.00pm 
6-Oct-2008 

Dorset Coast Peter Bruce 

Monday  8.00pm 
3-Nov-2008 

AGM  

Monday 8.00pm 
1-Dec-2008 

YOSC Christmas Party at the Club  


